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Abbreviations 
 
BRIC  Brazil, Russia, India and China 
CONDEA  Conselho Nacional de Desenvolvimento Sustenável (National Council 
for Sustainable Development) 
EIA  Environmental Impact Assessment 
FRELIMO  Frente de Libertação nacional (Ruling party) 
GDP  Gross Domestic Product 
ITTO  International Tropical Timber Organization 
MDG  Millennium Development Goals 
MICOA  Ministério de Coordenação Ambiental (Ministry of Environmetal 
Coordination) 
MOFID Mozambique First Development 
NGO Non-governmental Organization 
SIA  Social Impact Assessment  
SWM  Solid Waste Management  
UN  United Nations 
UNCCD  United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification  
WWF  World Wildlife Foundation 
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Definitions 
 
Deforestation: Is man-made destruction/loss of a forest through the removal of stand tress for 
either commercial use of the wood, or for the construction of new buildings. An area that has been 
victim of deforestation does not return to its initial state (Adams 2009). 
 
Fragile States: Fragile states” is the term used for countries facing particularly severe development 
challenges: weak institutional capacity, poor governance, and political instability. Often these 
countries experience ongoing violence as the residue of past severe conflict. Ongoing armed 
conflicts affect three out of four fragile states (World Bank 2012). Poor legitimacy and poor state 
capacity are characteristics of these states. 
 
Millennium Summit: Was the conference held in New York City, by the United Nations in 2000 
over a period of three days from September 6th to the 8th. The conference was attended by 189 UN 
member states. The major outcome of this conference was the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDG) which set out to minimize poverty and give better life to those living in the poorest coun-
tries before 2015.  
Non-intervention policy: Is a foreign policy that regards to the fact that a country should not 
interfere in another country’s internal politics while still retaining diplomacy. The principle of this 
policy is based on state sovereignty and self-determination, whereby countries can trade with each 
other and not have any political strings attached (Condon 2012). 
 
Rio Conference in 1992: Was the conference held by the United Nations on Environment and De-
velopment. “At this conference 170 governments represented made public proclamations of support 
to the idea of Environmental sensitivity” (Adams 2009: 3). This Conference was the first to raise the 
awareness of the need to have consideration for the environment and helped shape the mainstream 
definition of sustainable development (Adams 2009). 
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Introduction  
 
In recent decades China has had a shift in economic and political power. With a fast 
growing economy, China has “…become center of strong growth, raising their shares of global 
income significantly, which has made them major players in regional and global affairs.” (Davies 
2010: 4). This has also meant that there has been an increase in Chinese consumption, pollution and 
use of resources as a consequence of the fast growing economy (Davies 2010). Being at the 
frontline of foreign investment China has overtaken the US and France in Africa. This has led to a 
strengthened relationship between China and Africa countries, which has over the past years 
become a matter of debate that has surpassed other global issues (Jiang 2009). The discussions 
around this relationship have had a lot of emphasis on China’s non-intervention policy, matters of 
transparency, the lack of focus on good governance and various other political social and economic 
issues that bring concern to other leading nations (Condon 2012). This has often seen China in a bad 
light because of the political instability of many of the African countries they choose to partner 
with. Fragile states that display political instability and social insecurity are challenged by other 
investors to meet the standards and expectations of good governance that are set at an international 
level. These are often difficult for the African countries to meet, and therefore becomes an obstacle 
for development as negotiations cannot take place due to the lack of participation/willingness from 
the African countries (Alison 2012). The dominant narrative argues that this relationship between 
both parties is rather one-sided with China as the exploiter with critiques stating that “China’s 
tentacles reach throughout Africa in its quest to access oil and other natural resources” (Alison 
2012: 3). In its quest for natural resources, China has often faced critique from other nations for the 
way in which they operate in the African countries, with sustainability being one of the issues to 
take into consideration (Alison 2012). 
Sustainable Development has become an important matter for discussion at global 
level, and throughout past decades different conferences such as the Rio Conference in 1992, Rio 
1997, Rio 2002, and other conferences on Sustainability and Development have helped to raise 
awareness and bring forth the need to prioritize sustainable development (Adams 2009). It was in 
the year of 2000, following the Millennium Summit held by the United Nations that a list of eight 
global goals were formulated in an attempt to eradicate poverty worldwide, and educate as many 
primary children whilst maintaining a sustainable development – these are known as the 
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Millennium Development Goals (MDG) (Adams 2009). The MDGs are: To End poverty and 
hunger, Universal Education, Gender Equality, Improve Child Health, Improve Maternal Health, 
Combat HIV/AIDS, Environmental Sustainability and Global Partnership (United Nations 2012) 
Chinese presence in Africa often raises concerns on the global level in terms of sustainable 
development, and with an increased Chinese presence in Mozambique I want to understand what 
impacts these may have on the long run. 
Ties between Mozambique and China started already in 1963, but Chinese presence in 
Mozambique can be traced back to 1800’s but many had to leave the country during the Civil War 
in the 1980-90’s (Taylor 2006). China was amongst the first countries to return and invest in 
Mozambique after the Civil War, exploring the potentials in the country offered by the new 
economic system, i.e. the liberal economy after the civil was. As China has grown its interest for 
Africa, by 2008 80% of its investments were concentrated in Mozambique, the Sudan, Zimbabwe, 
Angola, and Nigeria. Mozambique, has had a lot of infrastructure investment over the past years, 
with Chinese companies being the leading ones at the moment (Taylor 2006). Critics of this 
relationship often highlight negative impacts that Chinese investment has had in Africa, with 
sustainable development at the heart of foreign investment debate. Matters of climate change and 
other global issues fill the agenda and apply pressure on the developing countries to meet these 
criterions (Adams 2009). 
China is moving fast as a middle-income country and is part of the so called BRIC-
countries (Brazil, Russia, India, and China). Although Mozambique cannot be categorized any way 
near Chinas present state, both countries find themselves in a stage of growth and need of expansion 
to come up and be able to compete at international level. This has often meant that they have 
prioritized the economic growth of the country and put less priority on negative impacts that these 
investments may have in the long-run.  
This should be challenged, as I believe that smart/intelligent investment in growth 
should be sustainable to secure the long-term positive impacts. Not thinking sustainability in the 
first run is a short-term solution, but this can have consequences on the long run that are not 
foreseeable. One of the examples of this, is the climatic changes that have brought concerns 
worldwide, with the levels of CO2 emission which are a product of the industrialization process 
(Toulmin 2009). As an accelerated development process is taking place, economic growth is at the 
heart of African countries and accountability for sustainability will not always be at the top of the 
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priority list. China and Africa have both been put under pressure by other nations for their lack of 
consideration for sustainable development. Whereas, in counter they feel that they cannot be held 
responsible for the environmental impacts that other nations such as US and Europe have brought 
on the Global level under their industrialization period (Toulmin 2009). 
Critique of China’s Environmental Footprints in Africa is what I have set out to 
understand, as China continues to expand in Africa. To do so, I will be looking at the specific case 
of Mozambique to understand some of the underlying common interests that both countries have 
and the possible conflicts of interest that can be encountered when China chooses to invest in an 
African country. I will use the case of “Timber-Logging in Northern Mozambique” to put up 
against some of the critiques that are often portrayed in the media or in other debates on 
sustainability and African Development. In this case, I will look at the environmental impacts that 
this industry has had on the communities living in the Northern Provinces of the country. I have 
chosen to focus on the environmental impacts that are there to be observed from the activities of the 
Chinese companies operating in the Timber industry.  
To comprehend the impacts that this industry has had in the country, I have travelled 
to Mozambique to investigate the matter, for a research period of 4 weeks, between the 16th of 
November and the 7th of December, where I have done field work, some research and gathered data. 
I have interviewed different NGO’s, an adviser to the Ministry of Coordination of Environmental 
Affairs (MICOA), and some consultants that have worked with the Logging industry in 
Mozambique. In addition, I have used secondary information derived from literature to have a better 
understanding of the arguments that help shape the whole critique around China’s Presence in 
Africa. 
Having made my findings, I conclude the paper using the overall debate on Africa-
China relations, and use that of the findings made through the interviews that I have carried out to 
reach an understanding of the effects of the Chinese presence in Mozambique from a sustainable 
developmental perspective. To do so, I will look at the impacts that the Chinese have had on the 
Timber industry over the recent years and use the findings made from the Case study to understand 
whether this relationship that Mozambique has with China can be considered to be a Win-Win 
relationship, or if this actually is a case of one party benefiting more than the other. 
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Problem Area  
 
During the financial crisis in 2008, most countries saw a massive drop in foreign 
investment, whereas China on the other hand, had an increase in their Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP). This was one of the factors that allowed China to increase their foreign investment in 
developing nations, most of which being in the African continent. Chinese investment in Africa saw 
an increase of 81 % from the year of 2008 to 2009, with an investment of 552 million dollars during 
the year of 2009 (China influencing development). Since then, this investment has continued on an 
ascending trajectory with an investment rounding the 15 billion dollars in the year of 2011. This has 
strengthened the relationship between Chinese government and most of the African countries, with 
a basis of common interest in development of both uprising nations. Yet, the Chinese presence in 
Africa has been criticized by most “developed” nations for their lack of accountability for the 
social, economic and environmental impacts that their investments have on the local and global 
level – rising questions around the sustainability of this development. The case of China’s 
investment in the Sudan is an examples: China entered the country in 1995 during the Civil War, 
and the China National Petroleum Corporation expanded its oil exploration throughout, making 
them the biggest importer of Sudanese oil up to date (Bosshard 2008). In return they have invested 
in thermal and hydroelectric power plants, pipelines, rail roads, an oil refinery, and other 
infrastructures (Bosshard 2008). Many critiques questioned China’s willingness to invest in a 
fragile state where the money and politics has fueled the existing Civil War leaving over 200,000 
people dead (Human Rights website).  
Critiques argue that China has interest in establishing good relationships with most of 
the African governments, to give them a stronger position on the international level. Having 
established good relationships with most of the African countries is believed to give China the 
upper hand and strength to become more influential at global level. This has at times been a matter 
of concern for many countries, because China has often been criticized for their lack of 
accountability and concern for Human Rights, Environmental issues, or other problems that often 
contradict the agenda set at the global level.   
Few political strings attached and non-intervention policies in a country are some of 
the characteristics of Chinese presence in Africa that are often criticized by the West, because of the 
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negative impact believed to have at all levels. Matters of politics, environment and social impacts 
have been a main concern when the debate of China-Africa relations is brought up. Climate change 
has put a large pressure on the industrialized countries and especially those with large industrial 
productivity, whereby China is the leading top CO2 emitter at present time. China has often been 
criticized by international human rights organizations for their lack of commitment to the standards 
and agreements that are set at global scale.  
Climate change has become a global issue that is in need of a global solution, 
organizations such as the International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO) brought focus to the 
issues of deforestation worldwide. ITTO was formed in 1983 during the UN conference on Tropical 
Timber (Trade and Development) (Adams 2009). But it was only later during the UN Conference 
on Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro, June 1992 that the Agenda 21 was made, 
which put out principles that would help to diminish the damage being made to the Earth. 
Mozambique was among the first African countries to agree to the principles 
discussed during the summit which later became known as the Earth Summit. It was after this 
summit, that Mozambique established a National Commission for Environment, which later in 1994 
became the core for the formation of the now existing Ministry for Coordination of Environmental 
Affairs (MICOA) (CONDES 2002). In 1995, the implementation of the Agenda 21 and the National 
Environmental Policy, took place and set out to eradicate poverty in the country, as well as 
promoting sustainable development (CONDES 2002). The report established for Mozambique, 
outlined policies that chose to focus on the Environment, Tourism, Water, Land Issues, Agriculture, 
Industry, Commerce, Fisheries, Forestry and Wildlife, Education, Health and Disaster Management. 
Each policy has set out a strategy as to ways in which the country can improve its current situation, 
and thus assure better conditions for the future generations to come (CONDES 2002).  
In its Earth Summit report Mozambique points out the need to integrate the 
Environment and Development into decision-making, has put a lot of focus on the countries policy 
makers as sustainability continues to make-up most of the Agenda. Policies that need to focus on 
things such as the need to; “Advise in relation to proposals on the legislation complementing the 
Law of Environment, including new proposals or revision to the sectoral legislation related with 
management of natural resources;” (CONDES 2002: 13) ; and “Formulate proposals for the 
provision of financial or other forms of incentives for encouraging the economic stakeholders to 
adopt environment friendly procedures in their daily use of the country’s natural resources” 
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(CONDENS 2002: 13) are some of the examples of the Mozambican government attempting to 
regulate and promote sustainable development. In contrast to this, often the criticism of the 
relationship China and Africa revolves around issues of sustainable development, and this is what 
has motivated me to understand the specific case of Mozambique where the Chinese investment has 
grown over the recent decade with a substantial infrastructure investment being made. Economic 
growth has been at the frontline with a boom in infrastructure investment, and this has been one of 
the driving forces to see an accelerated development.  
In Mozambique, there are large forests of Timber spread throughout the northern re-
gions of the country. This abundance of Timber has seen many investors enter the country in a quest 
to explore this natural resource (EIA 2012). With a high demand of Timber worldwide, restrictions 
and regulations have been made to assure that the exploration of this resource does not exceed its 
productivity and affect the ecosystems living within it (Centro Terra Viva 2012). In 2011, an Envi-
ronmental Impact Assessment (EIA) was made by a British NGO Environmental Impact Agency 
and they labeled China as the world’s biggest importer of Illegal Timber (EIA 2012). Mozambique, 
Gabon, the Democratic Republic of Congo and Equatorial Guinea are the biggest exporters of Tim-
ber from Africa to China, and are responsible for fueling this illegal and destructive trade (EIA 
2012). Illegal Timber exploitation has led to many Environmental concerns, with deforestation tak-
ing place in different areas and ecosystems being affected by this destructive industry (MICOA 
2012).  
 
Development has to be made in a sustainable way, and this is what I have set out to 
investigate if that has been the case of Mozambique. The Timber industry has potential of being an 
asset to the country bringing in revenues that can help to develop and benefit the local communities. 
The high demand for Timber has raised concerns on an international level, with matters of sustaina-
bility filling the agenda. To understand this, I will look at the impacts that the Timber Logging in-
dustry has had in Mozambique and put that up against the main critique of China’s Environmental 
footprint in Africa.  
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Problem formulation 
The problem formulation for my research is: 
Looking at the specific Case of Timber logging in Northern Mozambique, to what extent does the 
main China-Africa critique on Sustainable Development correspond to the reality in Mozambique? 
 
The figure below illustrates the different elements of the problem to be investigated, including the 
different levels. 
 
Figure 1: Problem formulation 
 
Working Questions 
Based on the problem formulation, I have identified three specific problem areas for further 
analysis. These are formulated as Working Questions and follow a logical sequence gradually 
building up the information which will allow me to discuss and analyze the problem formulation 
against empirical information from field work and interviews.   
 
 
 
China in Africa 
Chinese 
investment 
in Africa 
Mozambique 
Legal 
framework 
Susatinable 
forest 
Governance 
context 
Northern provinces 
Chinese timber 
logging 
Economic, 
environmental and 
social Impact at 
community  
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Figure 2: Working Questions 
 
 
Methodological Chapter 
 
Research Approach 
 
 I started my research approach by studying the literature on Africa-China relations, to 
understand what the critique is around this relationship. This has helped me to identify the problem 
formulation and working (research) questions. Having framed my problem formulation and research 
question, I have been out collecting empirical data through field work and interviews. I have not 
based my research on a specific theory or seek to formulate one by the end of my research. Instead, 
the findings made through my investigations have helped me to answer the problem formulation 
and helped to support or contradict my hypothesis. 
 
1
• What are the main critiques behind China’s presence 
in Africa? 
2
• How sustainable has Timber Logging been in 
Mozambique? 
3
• To what extent can the case of Timber Logging in 
Mozambique challenge the critique of Chinese 
impact in Africa? 
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Research Model 
The research is based on a simple 4-step analytical framework, which allows for discussing, testing 
and analyzing empirical data against the problem formulation  
1. Literature review on Chinese investments in Africa in general and in Mozambique in specif-
ic 
2. Problem formulation related to the critical position towards Chinese investments in Africa, 
which is well described in the literature and has provided the basis for the problem formula-
tion and formulation of three working questions. 
3. Collection of empirical data from interviews and secondary sources in Mozambique  
4. Discussion and analysis of available information (from empirical data and literature studies 
against working questions  
Figure 3: Research model 
 
 
 
 
 
Qualitative Data  
 
Throughout the project, I have chosen to gather empirical through qualitative 
interviews which were semi-structured. A semi-structured interview is when the interviewer has a 
sequence of questions prepared before-hand, and that one wishes to touch upon during the interview 
– this is often referred to as the “interview guide” (Bryman 2012). The interview guide used is 
Litterature 
study 
Problem 
formulation & 
working 
questions 
Collection of 
emperical data 
Discussion, 
analysis and 
testing of 
working 
questions 
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included in Appendix 2. Often the structure of the questions is not necessarily the one that is used in 
the interview. As it is semi-structured, the interviewer may incorporate questions along the way 
dependent on the answers the interviewee gives – thus allowing the interview to be free flowing 
whilst remaining within the area of research (Bryman 2012). The semi-structured interviews that I 
have carried out during my research period where with Malene Wiinblad, an adviser to MICOA 
(government institution) that will give me the insights to my research area from a structural 
perspective (Appendix 1), Arsénio Banze, an employee at Livaningo, a Mozambican NGO that has 
worked with environmental issues throughout the whole country, and also have worked with the 
matters of illegal logging in Africa (Appendix 1) and lastly I spoke to Regina dos Santos an 
employee at Centro Terra Viva, who has worked a lot with the issues of illegal logging in the 
Northern Region of Mozambique (Appendix 1) I have used these interviews to gather empirical to 
which has later helped me to strengthen my arguments and have a point of reference.  
 
Case study: “Specific case” 
 
In this paper, I have chosen to have a specific case, which I will use to do an in depth 
analysis. A case is often referred to as case study of a specific location, which in this case I have 
chosen to look at the timber industry taking place in Northern Mozambique. In a specific case, the 
“…emphasis tends to be upon an intensive examination of the setting.” (Bryman 2012: 67). That is 
what this project has set out to do by picking the specific case of Mozambique to illustrate the 
problematic that is often portrayed in critiques of China-Africa relations. The case of Mozambique 
is a representative or typical one, because the objective of the case is to capture “…the 
circumstances and conditions of an everyday or commonplace situation.” (Bryman 2012: 71). This 
case does not directly illustrate that situation of other cases, but it may be used as a exemplification 
that will provide a suitable context for the research questions to be answered (Bryman 2012). 
Throughout the project I will be looking at the overall critique of Chinese presence in Africa and 
comparing it to the findings made in this specific case of Timber Logging in Mozambique. 
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Limitations to the Project 
From the beginning, I had set out to interview a list of governmental structures on this 
matter. As I had started my research I encountered that the issue of illegal logging was a sensitive 
matter. This has meant that the willingness to talk about the issue openly was limited for most of the 
people, especially in government. This put some restrictions to understand the perspective of the 
government and to understand their view and ideas of the Logging industry. Also NGOs were diffi-
cult to interview; among these was Justiça Ambiental, who plays an important role in environmental 
monitoring and promotion of sustainable development in the country. They were not able to have a 
meeting before January 2013, which would have been after my research period. This has meant that 
I have been forced to gather second hand empirical on the works that they have had, which did not 
allow me to interview them, and have a more critical angle on my research question. 
 
Presentation of Findings 
 
Mozambique’s present Environmental status 
  
 The Mozambican president at the time, Joaquim Alberto Chissano, attended the 
conference held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. It was during this summit that awareness and focus was 
put on Sustainable Development in Mozambique. Here a set of strategic programs were formulated 
to try and achieve sustainable development in the country. In present day, there are a list of NGO’s 
working in the country with various social and environmental issues, and formulating programs to 
better the conditions for the people living in these communities. Local organizations such as 
Livaningo, have in recent years been in charge of monitoring different environmental problems, 
alongside Centro Terra Viva and Justiça Ambiental.  
 
 NGO’s in Mozambique, have over the past decade worked with waste management in 
the country, with programs such as the Solid Waste Management (SWM) which have brought focus 
to the issues behind bad waste management and the environmental concerns that these have for the 
country’s population. The SWM has set out to minimize the production of solid waste in 
Mozambique, as well as outlining the roles needed to be played by both the municipalities as well 
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as the citizens of the country to assure that the implementation of the management program can be 
successful and achieve its maximum potential (All Africa 2012). 
 
Pollution is an issue that most developing countries still battle with, and the waste 
management on land is not the only concerns for the Mozambican government. With a coastal line 
stretching along the Indian Ocean, the Mozambican coast has become vulnerable to pollution from 
the highly trafficked ports of Nacala and Maputo (Wiinblad 2012). Contamination of the water is 
another Environmental issue that has brought international focus on the habitats affected by the 
spills and discharges of polluted waters into the ocean (WWF 2012). The pollution of waters along 
the coast has affected the ecosystems and biodiversity of different areas, which has had implications 
for the people living around these communities, as their livelihoods are dependent on the 
ecosystems that surround them (WWF 2012). 
 
Most of the population in Mozambique remains dependent on agriculture for survival 
and as a source of income. This has often been one of the environmental challenges in the country, 
with land desertification and soil degradation being one of the results of poor farming practices and 
deforestation (WWF 2012).  Mozambique signed the United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification (UNCCD) which helped to bring focus on the issue of desertification and the loss of 
the habitat in areas affected by desertification and the livelihoods of those living within the area 
with the loss of Biodiversity (Wiinblad 2007). 
 
In the past years, Mozambique has emphasized the conservation of Biodiversity in the 
country. The Convention on Biodiversity held in 2007, brought focus to the loos of habitat in many 
forestry areas (MICOA 2009). Biological diversity around the country has become a matter of 
concern, with much of it being affected by the agriculture sector where techniques such as Slash 
and Burn cultivation and uncontrolled fires have been at the heart of these devastating activities. 
Here the trends point to the principle of clearing the primary vegetation that once surrounded the 
area, to transform it into secondary land used for cultivating (MICOA 2009).   
 
The Timber Industry is one that has brought focus and awareness on a global level. 
Forestry exploitation in Mozambique has become a matter of concern, with over exploitation taking 
place in different districts of the country.  “A detailed report in 2006 on forestry activities in Zam-
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bezia found that log exports from the province were four times the annual allowable cut and esti-
mated that half of all timber felled was illegal, with trade to China the main cause.” (EIA 2012: 18. 
This has turned a lot of focus on China and their role in this destructive industry, with the demand 
for Timber continuing to increase and challenging the Forest Legislation in Mozambique (Santos 
2012). 
 
Mozambique has in the last years had focus on the importance of preservation of 
forests and the need to preserve extinct species of wildlife. The Forest Legislation in Mozambique 
provides a relatively solid framework for protecting small holders’ and communities’ access and 
rights to land and forestry resources (Santos 2012). The legislation has brought forward the need for 
the country to have protected zones, such as National Parks, National Reserves, and Zones of 
Historical and Cultural value (Santos 2012). The implementation of these protected zones has been 
made to assure that wildlife and ecosystems can be protected through the creation of certain 
boundaries that are not to be exploited (Santos 2012). Another important aspect of the Forest 
Legislation is the Regimes of sustainable exploitation of the forest, which outline that exploitation 
of the forest is to be made under a Simple License, and that exploitation should be made under 
Forestry Concession Contract (Santos 2012). The Simple License outlines the need for exploitation 
to be made under the right quantities, and limits are not to be exceeded under exploitation. Another 
characteristic of this license is that it demands that the carrier of the license is to have the technical 
capacity to fell, transport and use the forest products (Banze 2012). The government has also 
attempted to promote the repopulation of the forest and wildlife resources. This has been made 
through forest plantation for conservation, commercial, industrial and fuel purpose, as the 
government attempts to rehabilitate the vegetation that has been lost over the years by promoting 
the recovery of degraded areas and the development of forest plantation according to the ecological 
characteristic of each area (Banze 2012). 
The different forest rehabilitation programs in Mozambique implemented by the 
government through the forest legislation have been challenged by the fast-growing Timber 
industry in the country. With an increase in demand of the product, a lot of focus has been brought 
onto Logging companies operating in the Mozambique, to understand the role that they have had in 
this destructive industry throughout the years. 
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Sustainability of Mozambican Timber Industry  
 
 Timber industry has become a world-wide matter of concern; with the high demands 
for this precious wood, many do not choose to explore this natural resource in a sustainable way. 
This has led to deforestation due to exploitation, as well as damaged ecosystems because of the lack 
of ability for the forest to restore the its natural status (EIA 2012). An increased demand from the 
buyers has put pressure on many of the suppliers to meet the quantity demanded. In an attempt to 
meet the demand, often companies do not comply with the rules and regulation set on an 
international level to assure that the exploration of this resource does not exceed that of the rate of 
rehabilitation. 
 
 China’s increased role in the Timber industry, has been criticized for this excessive 
exportation of illegal logs and exceeding the quantities officially allowed on other woods.  (Santos 
2012) Through investigations made by Interpol and Environmental Impact Agency from Britain, 
Chinese owned companies have been fined for containers that were confiscated after inspections 
revealed that they had been exporting timber from areas beyond the limits allowed (Santos 2012).  
 
In Mozambique alone, cases of illegal timber exploration have become a matter of 
concern over the past years. Investigations made by the international organizations showed that in 
January 2007, 47 containers were seized in Pemba, Cabo Delgado carrying 1,000 logs that were 
banned for export, and these were owned by the Chinese company Mozambique First International 
(EIA 2012). Another case at the same port in Pemba occurred in January 2009 where four different 
companies were fined for attempting to smuggle 958 cubic meters of log to China. Another case 
was in July 2011, at the port of Nacala in Nampula Province, a staggering number of 501 containers 
were seized by the authorities, with illegal timber destined to eight different companies in China 
(EIA 2012). Later in December 2011, again at the same port of Pemba, authorities confiscated 161 
containers carrying illegal logs that were owned by five different Chinese companies (EIA 2012). 
 
19 
 
 
This is of concern for the Environment, as such exploitation of the timber leads to 
deforestation on the long run. The forest not being able to rehabilitate itself and keep up with the 
rates at which the forest is being devastated. Another issue with this illegal activity is that there is 
no accountability for all the activity that takes place outside the allowed areas, which means that 
there is no attempt to either regulate the rate at which this takes place or reforestation programs 
taking place. Deforestation is accompanied by devastating impacts such as the loss of wildlife and 
ecosystems in the area. The loss of ecosystems in an area is a matter of concern, because the 
ecosystems do not have the capability, or resources necessary to re-establish them again.  
These are both factors that do not allow for sustainable exploitation to take place and 
thus making the activities carried out by the Chinese unsustainable for the local population, having 
negative impacts in the long run. The deforestation and the loss of wildlife has been felt by the 
communities who live in these areas and have been dependent on the forest as a source of survival 
through hunting, wood for charcoal, and other resources that the forest has to offer. Therefore the 
unsustainable extraction from this forest is of concern on the local level. 
 
China’s Role in the Mozambican Timber Industry 
 
 China has over the recent years become a major player in the Mozambican Timber 
industry, as they have overtaken South Africa to become the largest importer of Mozambican forest 
products (EIA 2012). From 2004 to 2005 they had an 85 % of the 430,000 cubic meters of logs that 
were exported from Mozambique with an estimated 100 million dollars being generated only from 
Chinese companies in the year of 2010 (EIA 2012).   
 
 One of the first Chinese companies to be established in Mozambique was the 
Mozambique First Development CO LTD (MOFID) (EIA 2012). MOFID established itself in 
Mozambique in Pemba in 2000, and is now the leading exporter of timber in the province of Cabo 
Delgado, and its neighboring province of Niassa, with an estimate of 40,000 cubic meters of 
extraction a year. At the same time, MOFID has been involved in illegal trade of Timber in 
Mozambique, with investigations showing that hundreds of containers that were confiscated in the 
port of Nacala, were carrying illegal logs that were destined to Chine with links tracing back to 
MOFID (EIA 2012). 
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China being the biggest importer of Mozambican Timber makes the role they play in 
this industry a major one. They control more than three quarters of the industry with Chinese owned 
companies operating in the country, it makes this a monopoly based industry with China at the cen-
ter of it, and having a weight on decision making (EIA 2012). “Scarcity of commercial timber spe-
cies in heavily logged provinces such as Zambezia and Sofala is being reported, with logging oper-
ations moving into more heavily forested and remote areas of the country, principally Niassa and 
Tete provinces.” (EIA 2012: 21). 
 
With an increased role in this industry, China has brought immense focus upon 
themselves, from international organizations, with matters of transparency and corruption being at 
the center of this concern.  China has been involved in illegal trade of the timber, with amounts 
exceeding the limit of export, as well as the export of extinct woods. Various investigations have 
pointed at Chinese companies being involved in the illegal trade of timber and have revealed 
linkages between Chinese companies and political allies (EIA 2012). Political figures from the 
ruling party FRELIMO have before been questioned for their close relationships to some of the 
owners of the Chinese Logging Company (EIA 2012).  
Another Chinese company that has been responsible for the increased supply of illegal 
timber is the Fan Shi Timber (EIA 2012). Fan Shi Timber is a company that has before brought 
awareness in the Timber industry in Myanmar, and has now turned its resources into exploiting the 
Mozambican forests. The company has no forest concession in Mozambique, and relies on “on log-
ging quotas for specific species and volumes which are negotiated and purchased from the Ministry 
of Agriculture” (EIA 2012: 21). Yet, this has not been the only way in which Fan Shi Timber has 
extracted and exported timber in Mozambique, as studies have showed that bribes to Mozambican 
officials had been paid to allow excessive exports of timber to China.  
 
Corruption being prevalent amongst the Chinese companies is of major concern on a 
local and global level, since they have a monopoly of the industry. Having most of the shares in this 
market, Chinese companies should lead the example on sustainable exploration of the forest and not 
be the destructive hand in the business stretching its allies throughout the country to assure the 
maximum exploitation of the resources. 
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Discussion  
 
 The discussion on China-Africa relations clearly has had a lot of negative critique 
regarding its impact on the African Continent. This relationship has often been described as China 
being an exploiter in the African in quest of natural resources and only seeking its own interest. 
China is involved in the oil extraction in Africa, with the case of the Democratic Republic of Congo 
and the Sudan where they have been criticized for the environmental impacts that the Chinese 
companies have had on the local basis. Another example of China being criticized for their 
exploitive approach to business is the case of copper and other mineral extractions throughout the 
continent (e.g. Angola and Zambia). This is often described as China being the winner, and the 
African countries being the losers in this trade. Taking the specific case of Mozambique, and 
looking at China’s role in the Timber industry, it is clear that China has had its own interests in 
mind and neglected the impacts that the logging activities have had at local level. This raises 
questions as to what factors have been in place to allow a continued exploitation of the Mozambican 
forest to take place and keep challenging the forest legislation that seeks the rehabilitation of the 
forest.  
 
 Deforestation is the main direct impact that this activity has had over the past years. 
This has become a major concern for the people living in these areas, because of the rapid 
deforestation. The Mozambican Forest Legislation has emphasized promotion of the protection of 
the extinct woodlands through simple license concessions to assure that there are limits of 
extraction for the logging companies. The legislation also highlights the need to protect these 
forests by creating areas that are not allowed for extraction, yet deforestation still takes place in the 
country.  
 
At the rate that the deforestation is taking place in Mozambique, the ecosystems in the 
areas have and will be affected by this fast growing logging activities. The loss of ecosystems has 
implied that the loss of Wildlife will be another factor that will follow with this phenomenon. 
Wildlife protection and conservation is another point highlighted in the legislation made in attempt 
to save the forest vegetation in Mozambique, but again the logging industry challenges the 
rehabilitation and conservation of the forest and the habitats of the ecosystems. With the forests and 
the ecosystems being destroyed the livelihoods of the communities living in these areas are going to 
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be affected. As the Chinese continue to explore the forests trying to meet the demand of the 
product, environmental impacts have been neglected by the Chinese companies, as well as the 
Mozambican authorities.  
 
  Taking from findings made through the investigations by the Interpol and the 
Environmental Impact Agency in their Report “Appetite for Destruction”, they have evidently 
highlighted the issue of corruption at local, provincial and national level (EIA 2012). With the 
exports of illegal timber increasing over the years, Mozambique can be seen as a victim of 
exploitation, as China’s illegal activities, seek the benefits of the Chinese companies with higher 
extraction of timber than the limits allowed, helping to maximize the companies’ revenue, whilst 
causing negative environmental impact at local level. 
 
Many critiques have described China as an exploiter of the African resources, and by 
looking only at the revenues generated from this precious product, it is to be observed that the 
possible profits at local level are not being maximized. This can be deducted from the fact that the 
illegal logging industry does not adhere to official rules and regulations, which has meant that the 
taxes and limits have not been acknowledged by the local government or municipalities. 
Transparency has become a matter of concern, as the low capacity of government institutions to 
enforce the law at all levels is a weakness. Being that logging tends to take place in less developed 
and rural areas, the facilities, knowledge and access to information has not been present. This is a 
challenge for the government at national level, because there is a need to promote and implement 
the different forest rehabilitation programs, and keep intact the concession areas that are protected 
to assure that the local communities can benefit from these activities that affect their livelihoods.  
Lack of information and access to information is one of the problems that the 
government is to overcome at local level, but the issue of transparency seems to be one of the main 
factors that have made it possible for this trade to take place to alarming degrees. Corruption is 
prevailing in Mozambique and at present times the country cannot be described as homogenous. 
With the diversification within the country, and conflicts of interest there are people within the 
government structures that are benefiting from the illegal trade and willing to turn their back to the 
activities taking place. The case of Fan Shi Timber bribing government officials, clearly illustrates 
how the Chinese companies benefit from the excessive extraction from the forest and only a small 
portion of the corrupt individuals in the governmental structures benefit from this trade. This has 
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meant that the Timber industry does not benefit the Mozambican government or population through 
this export, because all the timber leaving through illegal trade does not pass official 
documentations or pay the right taxations that they should. The other major concern of the illegal 
trade in Mozambique is the fact that because of it taking place under no rules and regulations, the 
Chinese companies can bribe their way to export excessive amounts of illegal logs which will have 
a devastating impact on the forest.  
 
Illegal logging has become a global issue, and there is no question whether this activity 
takes place in Mozambique. Illegal logging is an environmental threat to the country and the rest of 
the world, and many critiques will question Mozambique’s willingness to continue to do business 
with China seeing that this is a winners and losers situation, where China is the winner and 
Mozambique the loser. Good governance can be questioned, as China has previously been criticized 
for its willingness to enter fragile states such as the case of the Sudan, with only business intentions 
and no intervention in the country’s political situation. In the case of Mozambique, China has 
played a major role in the trade of illegal timber, with all of the confiscations of containers with 
illegal timber, being directly linked to Chinese owned companies operating in Mozambique.  
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Conclusion 
 
 At the beginning of my research, I had set out to investigate the critique on China-
Africa relations, and understand if this reality corresponds to that of the case of Mozambique.  
Both China and Africa have over the last years received a lot of critique for their busi-
ness ethics for various reasons. Among these, environmental issues continue to be a concern of this 
relationship, with Chinese presence at local, national and global level. Exploitation of natural re-
sources is one of the priorities of the Chinese investment in the countries where they chose to in-
vest. China can be seen as an exploiter in the African continent on a quest for the natural resources, 
and in this quest, China does not always consider the interest of the local population or government 
where they operate. 
Extraction of resources needs to respect the global and national conventions made on 
different resources to assure the sustainable extraction of them, and the protection of the environ-
ment (Adams 2009). Taking the example of Mozambique that I have chosen to investigate, the 
Timber industry in the Northern part of the country has not been sustainable in any way. Illegal log-
ging has been a prevailing approach that has challenged the authorities at all levels. Bribery and 
establishment of political allies have allowed for this to happen, and the rate at which it has taken 
place is a threat to the environment. The port seizing over 1,650 of containers carrying illegal logs 
in the past 5 years, illustrates the activities that are taking place in the Northern Forests and are re-
sponsible for the deforestation and loss of ecosystems (EIA 2012).  
Deforestation has been of major concern in this industry and has brought focus on a 
global level to the companies operating in Mozambique. It is there to be seen that it is an occurring 
activity that is in need of some structural change in the government. Corruption has become a part 
of this industry, as lucrative amounts are there to be generated from this illegal trade.  At local level, 
information and access to knowledge is one of the first challenges to avoid adverse exploitation 
from foreign companies. The engagement of the local authorities and communities in the preserva-
tion of the forest to assure that these activities become more sustainable is important. The immedi-
ate degradation of ecosystems and habitat is a problem that will presumably be diminished along 
with the protection of the forest as it is directly linked to the loss of forest. 
25 
 
 
The political environment and the level of corruption is important for how the Chi-
nese-Mozambican business relationship develops. The entire discussion on this relationship high-
lights the exploitation of the African natural resources as a consequence of the high corruption lev-
els (Banze 2012). Transparency has become a matter of concern throughout the continent, as other 
investigations in other regions have shown earlier, the same patterns of corruption in governmental 
structures taking place (Banze 2012). Lack of transparency has clearly been one of the factors that 
has allowed for this industry to continue its destructive course. The alliance between the Chinese 
companies and certain government representatives has to be taken into consideration in this illegal 
trade, because the corruption has gone to the level, whereby the officials that should be in charge of 
the regulation and law enforcement of this extraction have partaken in this activity (Santos 2012). 
Looking at this relationship that Mozambique has with China it can be stated that it is 
not a Win-Win relationship. The Chinese companies have been the benefited one, as the extractions 
have exceeded the limits allowed which has given the companies opportunities to maximize their 
revenue. On the other hand, Mozambique as a nation, including the local communities has been the 
loser in this trade, as they have become the victims of exploitation at local, provincial and national 
level.  
This Win-Lose relationship brings forth the question of good governance and non-
interference policy. These two factors have been in place for this to take place. Matters of good 
governance can be questioned at the provincial and national level, with officials and members of 
different government structures being bribed to allow this activity to continue. This frames the chal-
lenges of transparency that is often portrayed in the China-Africa discourse, with extractions of nat-
ural resources being prone to illegal trade through corruptive channels in the country. This is a 
global challenge that is highlighted in the China-Africa relations debate, and can be confirmed as 
present in the case of Mozambique, and similarities between the two cases can be depicted from this 
comparison. 
Good governance and matters of transparency questions China’s willingness to oper-
ate under non-intervention policy. Can this be of common interest, as both parties have volatile po-
litical instability within their countries? Looking from an outsider’s perspective, I can deduct that 
the trade between the two countries has reflected a corrupt and illegal industry that is over-
exploiting the Mozambican forest. This has only been possible because of the corrupt elements in 
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the government structures, which have benefited from this trade through bribes and other compen-
sations made by Chinese companies. This has only been possible because of the weak governance 
that is present in the country, which is again a reflection of the volatile political situation.  China has 
known how to best explore this situation, which is a characteristic of their non-intervention policy.  
When I initially started my research, I had set out to investigate, and understand the 
critiques behind China’s presence in Africa, and put that against the Logging industry in Northern 
Mozambique to see to what extent this critique corresponds to the reality of my case. When looking 
back at the whole critique on China’s role in sustainable development in Africa and to what extent 
this corresponds to the present situation in Mozambique, one can agree with the critics and conclude 
that this relationship has been one sided with China portrayed as the exploiters and Mozambique as 
the loser in this case. 
 
After Thoughts: 
 When I started doing my readings to gain background knowledge on Africa-China 
relations, I had the idea that this was one that benefited both parties. I had the belief that this was 
the case for Mozambique and China. Looking back at my findings and the conclusions I have 
reached, I can see that this is not the case. On the contrary, the Mozambican government has suf-
fered quite a loss throughout the years and allowed for China to exploit them. If I were to further 
research on the case, I would look at the Social and Economic impacts that these activities have had 
at the local, provincial and national level. This would allow for a different perspective to be taken 
into to the project, and a broader field to research in. Yet, the matter of corruption and matters of 
transparency are some that cannot be investigated into depth, because I would not have the re-
sources needed to get in contact with the people involved in the illegal trade.  
The illegal etiquette on this industry makes it a taboo to talk openly about it, which 
would restrict me as a researcher to gather empirical which is matter to take into consideration if 
further research is to be made on this problem. 
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Appendix 1 
List of contacts in Mozambique 
Institution Contact person Why this contact? 
MICOA – 
Ministério de 
Coordenação 
Ambiental 
Malene Wiinblad 
Wiinblad.espsii@gmail.com 
+258 82 9476 230 
They will be able to provide me with 
some of the Environmental aspects 
that I have to take into consideration 
when looking at the specific case of 
logging in Northern Mozambique. 
Centro Terra 
Viva 
http://www.ctv.
org.mz/  
 
Regina Dos Santos 
Bairro da Coop, Rua D Nr. 27. Maputo 
Phone: +25821416131 
Phone: +258823002496 
Email: rdossantos@ctv.org.mz 
 
Livanengo 
http://www.liva
ningo.org.mz  
Arsénio Banze, 
Rede Mcel Celf: 82 30 65 823 
Rede Vodacom Celf: 84 31 81 998 
Emails: Livaningo@tropical.co.mz  
Rua: Concórdia, nº 15, 1º andar, flat 2 
an employee who has been in charge 
of working with various issues in 
Mozambique regarding Environment, 
such as the waste issues in Ulene and 
Infulene, promoting sustainable 
energy (recycling energy), creating an 
overall plan for sustainability in 
Mozambique. 
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Appendix 2 
 
Interview Guide 
Interviewee:  
Start of by introducing myself and what the project is about. Then follow up by letting the 
interviewer know that the interview can remain anonymous and confidential if they wish to. 
 
Topic Question  Question Question 
China’s presence 
Africa 
How do you see the 
Chinese presence in 
Africa? 
, 
 
How do you see the 
Chinese non-
intervention policy in 
Africa? 
explain what this 
concept is!? 
Pros/Cons of Chinese 
presence in Africa? 
China’s presence in 
Mozambique 
Describe how you see 
China-Mozambique 
relationship? Is it a 
win-win relationship? 
Is the China-
Mozambique 
relationship any 
different from other 
donor-relationships? 
If so, in what way? 
 
Demands on good 
governance agenda, 
human rights, 
environmental 
concerns etc. 
Can trends of 
Western critique be 
seen in Mozambique? 
(No accountability 
for various political 
and global issues) 
33 
 
Logging Industry What is China’s Role 
in the Logging 
Industry? 
 
 
 
Is the Mozambican 
Logging industry 
sustainable? 
Is this a Win-Win 
situation or 
exploitation? 
Environment 
Impact 
What environmental 
impacts has the 
logging industry had 
locally?  
What have been the 
negative outcomes of 
this activity? 
Any seen changes in 
the biodiversity? 
Have any of the 
Rehabilitation 
programs from the 
forestry legislation 
been successful? 
 
